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West Point celebrates National Hispanic Heritage 
Month 
Story and Photos by Kathy Eastwood Staff Writer 
October 15th, 2015 | News, News and Features 
The Cadet Spanish Club and Salsa Club entertained guests at the annual Hispanic American Heritage Month luncheon Oct. 6 at the 
West Point Club. Bob Archuleta, the new U.S. Military Academy Board of Visitors appointee and current Los Angeles County 
Commissioner of Military Veteran’s Affairs and U.S. Army Advisory Board for Military Recruitment in Los Angeles County, was the 
guest speaker. 
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National Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated from Sept. 15-Oct. 15 to recognize the contributions and 
the important presence of Hispanic and Latino Americans. West Point honored the Hispanic and Latino 
Americans with a celebration Oct. 6 at the West Point Club. 

The theme for this year’s celebration was “Energizing Our Nation’s Diversity.” 

Bob J. Archuleta, the Pico Rivera City Council member in California and the newly appointed and first 
Hispanic American to serve on the Board of Visitors to the U.S. Military Academy by President Obama, 
was the guest speaker. 

Archuleta has received Congressional Recognition Awards and proclamations for service and has been 
recognized by the Vietnam Veterans of America, Hispanic American Airborne Association, the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars and 11th Airborne Division Association. 

“The Superintendent said we must be a winning culture, a winning team,” Archuleta said. “We can’t have 
a winning team without diversity. Diversity leads to better problem solving.” 

Hispanics have contributed much in the military. Forty-three Hispanics have received the Medal of Honor 
for service in the Vietnam War. A total of 62 Hispanics have received the Medal of Honor since the Civil 
War. 

The first recipient was Cpl. Joseph H. DeCastro of the Union Army for his actions in Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania, during the American Civil War. The most recent Hispanic recipient was Sgt. 1st Class 
Leroy Petry for his actions in Afghanistan. 

The Cadet Spanish Club and Salsa Club demonstrated a rousing salsa and a solo dance to the 
captivated audience. 

“What you saw on the dance floor, that is America,” Archuleta said. 

Archuleta spoke of Hispanic Astronaut Jose Hernandez who was raised as a migrant worker and had just 
a third grade education, but when Hernandez saw the television reports of Eugene Cernan walk on the 
moon in 1972 during the Apollo 17 mission, he began dreaming of becoming an astronaut. 
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“He didn’t get to be an astronaut immediately,” Archuleta said. “It took him 12 times before he was 
admitted to the astronaut program and became a member of the STS 128.” 

America has always prided itself of having instituted the principles of equality which we can trace back to 
Thomas Jefferson. 

However, few know that 200 years before Jefferson, Hispanics were laying the foundation for equality, for 
the legal and moral traditions of the New World. 

In the mid-1500s, Friar Bartolomeo de las Casas was enthusiastically defending the dignity and 
advocating equality of the native inhabitants of North America. 

Two centuries later, Father Junipero Serra, founder of the California missions, became a pioneer in the 
fight for human rights for the Native Americans. 
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